In that regard, Carroll County is in a world of its own. But in terms of shifting sides from 2004 to 2008, it had plenty of company. Scores and scores of counties around the country switched from Republican to Democrat, helping transform the nation's political geography in the Democrats' favor. Blue states took on a darker hue, and many red states turned purple.
It is too soon to tell whether this marks the beginning of a realignment in the Democrats' favor or whether it is an aberration reflecting the declining value of the Republican brand during Bush's second term. But certainly, major parts of the electorate moved the Democrats' way in 2008 and Republicans have a lot of rebuilding to do to pull themselves back to parity.
In simple terms, the presidential elections of 2000 and 2004 were close to even because Democrats dominated the cities, Republicans ruled the countryside, and each party had a claim to the vote-rich suburbs. Democrats tended to carry older inner suburbs, while Republicans had the upper hand in newer outer suburbs (often known as "exurbs").
But that equation changed in 2008. Democrats dramatically hiked their margins of victory in many of the cities and inner suburbs, while holding down their losses in the outer suburbs and rural America by widening their beachheads there. To be sure, a county map of the 2008 presidential vote still has the look of a sea of red, as it did after the previous two Republican presidential victories. But this time, Obama won where it counted most.
In Colorado, for instance, which had voted Democratic for president only once since 1964, Obama won only 26 of 64 counties. But he carried six of the seven most populous (according to the 2000 Census) to win Colorado by about 215,000 votes.
In Florida, which had delivered its electoral votes only once to the Democrats since 1976, Obama carried just 15 of 67 counties. But he swept the state's six largest to take Florida by slightly more than 235,000 votes.
And in Indiana, which had not supported a Democratic presidential candidate since 1964, Obama won just 15 of 92 counties. But they were well placed, as he handily won three of the state's four largest counties en route to winning the Hoosier State by a narrow plurality.
The Old and the New o bama showed an ability to drive up the vote in existing Democratic strongholds, while picking off some '04 Bush counties in virtually every state. Across the country, this proved to be a winning combination, as the new gains were often consequential.
(Continued on Page 7)
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MAKING HISTORY: MAJOR COUNTIES CARRIED BY OBAMA THAT DEMOCRATS RARELY WIN
Barack Obama's campaign for the presidency made history in a number of ways, not the least his ability to rearrange the nation's political geography. Obama carried nine states from Virginia to Nevada that had voted for President George W. Bush's reelection in 2004, but also won scores and scores of counties across the country that had voted for Bush just four years earlier. A number of these counties, large and small alike, had not voted Democratic for president since Lyndon Johnson's landslide victory in 1964. For some counties, Republican loyalty extended much farther back than that. Following is a sampling of major counties that Obama won in 2008 that had last voted Democratic in 1964 or before. All of these counties had a population in 2000 of at least 250,000. Those listed in BolD had a population in excess of 500,000.
Last election that these Obama counties
were carried by a Democrat Yet in Indiana, the turnout in the state's major urban center, Marion County (Indianapolis), increased by 18%. That helped to push the Democratic advantage in the county past 100,000, more than triple the size of Obama's statewide victory.
In Nevada, the number of ballots cast in populous Clark County (Las Vegas) increased by nearly 20% from '04. That helped produce a Democratic plurality of nearly 125,000 votes in the county that slightly exceeded Obama's margin in the state as a whole.
And in North Carolina, voterich Mecklenburg County (Charlotte) registered a 27% increase in voter turnout from '04. That helped produce a Democratic plurality in the county of 100,000 votes in a state that Obama won by less than 15,000.
In some Democratic jurisdictions with a significant minority or academic population, the turnout surges were larg-A quick glance at the Indiana presidential election map for last November would lead one to the conclusion that Republican John McCain won the state easily. Basically, it is a sea of red, as McCain carried 77 Indiana counties to Barack Obama's 15. But Obama narrowly captured Indiana because of his ability to win the counties that mattered most. He swept the most populous, Marion County (Indianapolis), by a margin in excess of 100,000 votes. And he carried an array of mid-sized counties -such as those that include the cities of Bloomington, Evansville, Gary, Muncie and South Bend -that enabled him to overcome the traditional Republican dominance in small-town Indiana. The end result: Obama was able to pull the Hoosier State into the Democratic presidential column for the first time since 1964. 
Counties won by McCain
Counties won by Obama er than that. In Jefferson County, Miss., which possesses the highest African-American population of any county in the country (according to the 2000 Census), the number of ballots cast was 29% higher than 2004. In Charlottesville, home of the University of Virginia, the increase was 30%. Both locales were carried by Obama by ratios in excess of 3 to 1.
As for Illinois' Carroll County, voter turnout dropped by more than 5% from 2004, hardly an explanation of its historic first-ever vote for a Democratic presidential nominee. Nor did race appear to be a driving factor in the county's flip to the Democrats. The 2000 Census showed its population of roughly 17,000 was just 2% Hispanic and less than 1% African-American.
Ultimately, the result in Carroll County may simply have been the result of a mood among voters in 2008 that was both pro-Obama and anti-Republican. Fortunately for the Republicans, nothing is permanent in American politics. But the balance of power has clearly moved away from them. And barring a major disaster on the Democrats' watch, the GOP road to recovery looks as though it will require a thoughtful rebuilding process rather than a quick fix. 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RESULTS FROM A SAMPLING OF COUNTIES, CITIES AND TOWNS

Up For GraBS MaJor SUBUrBS
When Republicans dominated presidential voting in much of the 1970s and 1980s, their hegemony in the nation's suburbs was a key factor in their success. But those days have receded into the mists of history. The GOP still retains the upper hand in much of Sun Belt suburbia, but the balance of power has shifted dramatically to the Democrats in the vote-rich suburban counties of the Frost Belt. 
THE olD aND NEW ECoNoMY
Places with heavy industry used to be a cornerstone of the Democratic coalition. But the party can no longer take these blue-collar strongholds for granted. Obama won back some that had defected to President Bush in 2004. But in many of these counties, Democrats are not winning by the margins they once did. 
HiGH-GroWTH EXUrBS
The good news for Republicans is that by and large, they are still the party of choice in the fast-growing exurbs, those newer 'burbs that are often separated by at least one county from a central city. A cause for pause, however, is that as these exurbs tend to fill in and become more racially diverse, the initial Republican advantage can tend to be muted. Gillibrand's move to the Senate earlier this year to replace Hillary Clinton (who was named secretary of state) put the upstate 20th back in play. And as the first special election of the Obama presidency, it drew national attention, fairly or not, as a barometer of public feeling about the new administration.
Yet by the time the closely contested race was decided, nearly a month after the March 31 election, it was clear that neither side had won a decisive victory that could be magnified into an event of cosmic importance.
Democrat Scott Murphy, a venture capitalist, finished election night with a lead over his Republican rival, state Assemblyman James Tedisco, of less than 100 votes out of more than 150,000 cast. As absentee ballots were tallied, the count was literally tied for a time at 77,225 votes apiece, before Murphy inched in front again. He had a lead of around 400 votes when Tedisco finally conceded on April 24. While the outcome was a disappointment to the national Republican Party, it was another embarrassment for the New York GOP, which is arguably at its lowest point in history. The current count of House seats in the Empire State stands at Democrats 26, Republicans 3.
In contrast to the closely contested Murphy-Tedisco race, the special election April 7 in the Illinois 5th was anti-climactic. The Democratic nominee, Cook County Commissioner Mike Quigley was elected with nearly three-quarters of the barely 30,000 votes cast. For all practical purposes, he had won the seat March 3 when he prevailed in the crowded Democratic primary with 22% of the roughly 55,000 votes cast. (Only 4,000 voters participated in the Republican primary.) Quigley boasted endorsements from Chicago's two major newspapers, the Tribune and the Sun-Times, which lauded his record as a reformer on the Cook County Board. 
SPECIAL HOUSE ELECTION RESULTS
District
THE CHANGING COMPOSITION OF THE 111th CONGRESS
The recent round of musical chairs in the ranks of Congress and the nation's governorships reached a climax April 28, with Sen. Arlen Specter's unexpected bolt to the Democrats and Gov. Kathleen Sebelius' long awaited confirmation by the Senate as secretary of health and human services. Her approval had been slowed by anti-abortion forces and on the Senate vote, all 31 votes against the Kansas governor were cast by Republicans.
The same day, Specter, a five-term Republican senator from Pennsylvania, announced that he was leaving the GOP. An outspoken moderate, Specter acknowledged that the likelihood of him prevailing in a Republican primary next year was low. His odds of reelection as a Democrat are much higher. His party switch was greeted with delight by President Obama, who declared his support for Specter's reelection in 2010.
On the House side, Democrats won the first two special elections of 2009, retaining seats in Chicago and upstate New York that they had previously held. Democrats are likely to win the next special election as well, to fill the vacancy in the California 32nd created by the selection of Democratic Rep. Hilda Solis as secretary of labor. A primary is scheduled in her Los Angeles-area district for May 19, with the special election on July 14.
